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Announcement 

The Council & Atlas Publishing, LLC Will Organize 
the “Forth International American Moroccan Agricul-
tural Sciences Conference—AMAS Conference IV 
on May 7—9, 2018 at The Agropolis in Meknes, Mo-
rocco  
  

The High Council of Moroccan American Scholars and Academics — 
HC-MASA (www.hc-masa.org) and Atlas Publishing, LLC (www.atalas-
publishing.org) in collaboration with INRA Meknes will organize the 
“Fourth International American Moroccan Agricultural Sciences 
Conference—AMAS Conference IV on May 7—9, 2018 at the Ag-
ropolis in Meknes, Morocco.  

 

 The conference organizers Prof. Khalid Meksem, Southern Illinois 
University, USA (Council’s President) and Prof. My Abdelmajid 
Kassem, Fayetteville State University, USA (Council’s VP-USA) and the 
rest of the Organizing and Scientific Committees are calling all stu-
dents, faculty, and scientists in Morocco and around the world to attend 
and present at this international event. 

 

 The conference welcomes abstracts from all Agricultural Sciences 
from students, faculty, and scientists around the world. Prizes for the 
best student posters and oral presentations will be awarded.  

 

  It is noteworthy to mention that the conference gained international 
recognition and its attendance increased every year since its start in 
2013. The first edition (AMAS Conference I) was organized on March 
18-19, 2013 in Rabat, Morocco; AMAS Conference II was organized on 
October 18-20, 2014 in Marrakech, Morocco; AMAS Conference III was 
organized on December 13-16, 2016 in Ouarzazate, Morocco. During 
AMAS Conference III, 62 oral presentations and 100 posters have been 
presented by attendees from 10 countries including Morocco, Algeria, 
Saudi Arabia, UAE, France, The Netherlands, Germany, and USA.  

 

 The organizers expect that the fourth edition (AMAS Conference IV) 
will be attended by over 400 attendees from across the world. 

 

Long Live AMAS Conference! 

Published by The High Council of Moroccan American Scholars and  
Academics—HC-MASA (www.hc-masa.org)  

 Volume 4, Issue 6,  
July 2017 [No. 14] 

http://www.hc-masa.org
http://www.atalas-publishing.org
http://www.atalas-publishing.org


 2 
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The toxicology of zinc chloride smoke producing bombs and screens. 
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Srivastava U, Aromolaran AS, Fabris F, Lazaro D, Kassotis J, Qu Y, Boutjdir 
M. Novel function of α1D L-type calcium channel in the atria. Biochem 
Biophys Res Commun. 2017 Jan 22;482(4):771-776. doi: 10.1016/
j.bbrc.2016.11.109. 
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K. Stearoyl-Acyl Carrier Protein Desaturase Mutations Uncover an 
Impact of Stearic Acid in Leaf and Nodule Structure. Plant Physiol. 
2017 Jul;174(3):1531-1543. doi: 10.1104/pp.16.01929. Epub 2017 
May 1. 

Lakhssassi N, Zhou Z, Liu S, Colantonio V, AbuGhazaleh A, Meksem K. 
Characterization of the FAD2 Gene Family in Soybean Reveals the 
Limitations of Gel-Based TILLING in Genes with High Copy Number. 
Front Plant Sci. 2017 Mar 13;8:324. doi: 10.3389/fpls.2017.00324. 
eCollection 2017. 

Liu S, Kandoth PK, Lakhssassi N, Kang J, Colantonio V, Heinz R, Yeckel G, 
Zhou Z, Bekal S, Dapprich J, Rotter B, Cianzio S, Mitchum MG, 
Meksem K. The soybean GmSNAP18 gene underlies two types of 
resistance to soybean cyst nematode. Nat Commun. 2017 Mar 
27;8:14822. doi: 10.1038/ncomms14822.  

Lakhssassi N, Liu S, Bekal S, Zhou Z, Colantonio V, Lambert K, Barakat A, 
Meksem K. Characterization of the Soluble NSF Attachment Protein 
gene family identifies two members involved in additive resistance to 
a plant pathogen. Sci Rep. 2017 Mar 24;7:45226. doi: 10.1038/
srep45226. 

Aromolaran AS, Boutjdir M. Cardiac Ion Channel Regulation in Obesity and 
the Metabolic Syndrome: Relevance to Long QT Syndrome and Atrial 
Fibrillation. Front Physiol. 2017 Jun 21;8:431. doi: 10.3389/
fphys.2017.00431. eCollection 2017. Review. 

El-Sherif N, Turitto G, Boutjdir M. Congenital Long QT syndrome and torsade 
de pointes. Systemic inflammation as a novel QT-prolonging risk fac-
tor in patients with torsades de pointes. Ann Noninvasive Electrocar-
diol. 2017 Jul 2. doi: 10.1111/anec.12481. [Epub ahead of print] Re-
view.  

Lazzerini PE, Capecchi PL, Laghi-Pasini F, Boutjdir M. Autoimmune chan-
nelopathies as a novel mechanism in cardiac arrhythmias. Nat Rev 
Cardiol. 2017 May 4. doi: 10.1038/nrcardio.2017.61.  

Jeffe DB, Rice TK, Boyington JEA, Rao DC, Jean-Louis G, Dávila-Román 
VG, Taylor AL, Pace BS, Boutjdir M. Development and Evaluation of 
Two Abbreviated Questionnaires for Mentoring and Research Self-
Efficacy. Ethn Dis. 2017 Apr 20;27(2):179-188. doi: 10.18865/
ed.27.2.179. eCollection 2017 Spring.  

Moreau A, Boutjdir M, Chahine M. Induced pluripotent stem-cell-derived car-
diomyocytes: cardiac applications, opportunities, and challenges. 
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Biophysical, Molecular, and Pharmacological Characterization of Volt-
age-Dependent Sodium Channels From Induced Pluripotent Stem 
Cell-Derived Cardiomyocytes. Can J Cardiol. 2017 Feb;33(2):269-
278. doi: 10.1016/j.cjca.2016.10.001.  
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dahmane A, Israeli D, Tahi F. IpiRId: Integrative approach for piRNA 
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Latrasse D, Rodriguez-Granados NY, Veluchamy A, Mariappan KG, 
Bevilacqua C, Crapart N, Camps C, Sommard V, Raynaud C, Do-
gimont C, Boualem A, Benhamed M, Bendahmane A. The quest for 
epigenetic regulation underlying unisexual flower development in Cu-
cumis melo. Epigenetics Chromatin. 2017 Jun 6;10:22. doi: 10.1186/
s13072-017-0132-6.   

Ríos P, Argyris J, Vegas J, Leida C, Kenigswald M, Tzuri G, Troadec C, Ben-
dahmane A, Katzir N, Picó B, Monforte AJ, Garcia-Mas J. ETHQV6.3 
is involved in melon climacteric fruit ripening and is encoded by a 
NAC domain transcription factor. Plant J. 2017 May 10. doi: 10.1111/
tpj.13596.    

Jacob P, Hirt H, Bendahmane A. The heat-shock protein/chaperone network 
and multiple stress resistance. Plant Biotechnol J. 2017 Apr;15(4):405
-414. doi: 10.1111/pbi.12659.   

Gill GS, Haugen R, Matzner SL, Barakat A, Siemens DH. Effect of Drought on 
Herbivore-Induced Plant Gene Expression: Population Comparison 
for Range Limit Inferences. Plants (Basel). 2016 Mar 11;5(1). pii: E13. 
doi: 10.3390/plants5010013.    

Hay WT, Bihmidine S, Mutlu N, Hoang KL, Awada T, Weeks DP, Clemente 
TE, Long SP. Enhancing soybean photosynthetic CO2 assimilation 
using a cyanobacterial membrane protein, ictB. J Plant Physiol. 2017 
May;212:58-68. doi: 10.1016/j.jplph.2017.02.003.   

Duc C, Benoit M, Détourné G, Simon L, Poulet A, Jung M, Veluchamy A, 
Latrasse D, Le Goff S, Cotterell S, Tatout C, Benhamed M, Probst 
AV. Arabidopsis ATRX Modulates H3.3 Occupancy and Fine-Tunes 
Gene Expression. Plant Cell. 2017 Jul 6. pii: tpc.00877.2016. doi: 
10.1105/tpc.16.00877.   

Latrasse D, Jégu T, Li H, de Zelicourt A, Raynaud C, Legras S, Gust A, Sama-
jova O, Veluchamy A, Rayapuram N, Ramirez-Prado JS, Kulikova O, 
Colcombet J, Bigeard J, Genot B, Bisseling T, Benhamed M, Hirt H. 
MAPK-triggered chromatin reprogramming by histone deacetylase in 
plant innate immunity. Genome Biol. 2017 Jul 6;18(1):131. doi: 
10.1186/s13059-017-1261-8.  

  Roldan MVG, Périlleux C, Morin H, Huerga-Fernandez S, Latrasse D, Ben-
hamed M, Bendahmane A.  Natural and induced loss of function mu-
tations in SlMBP21 MADS-box gene led to jointless-2 phenotype in 
tomato. Sci Rep. 2017 Jun 30;7(1):4402. doi: 10.1038/s41598-017-
04556-1.  
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The Council member Ms. Fatiha El Hilali de-

fended her PhD dissertation on July 7, 2017 at 

the Faculty of Sciences, Moulay Ismail Universi-

ty, Meknes, Morocco. Her dissertation title was 

“Blood Transfusion Management at Hassan 

II University Hospital and Characterization of 

Moroccan Intravenous Immunoglobulins 

Preparation”.  It is noteworthy to mention that 

Fatiha did her internship in the US at Dr. ElIdris-

si’s Lab in New York.  

Congratulations Dr. El Hilali!  

Fatiha El Hilali Defended Her PhD 
Dissertation! 

Congratul
ations 
Fatiha! 
We are 

proud of 
you! 
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The Council’s Newsletter 
 

The High Council of Moroccan American Scholars and Academics (HC-
MASA; www.hc-masa.org) and Atlas Publishing, LLC (www.atlas-
publishing.org) in Collaboration with INRA-Agropolis-Meknes are organizing 
the Fourth International American Moroccan Agricultural Sciences Confer-
ence (AMAS Conference IV) on December 18-20, 2017 at the Agropolis, 
Meknes, Morocco.  
 

Call For Abstracts: Oral & Poster Presentations 
 

Conference Organizers  
 

Khalid Meksem, Professor, Southern Illinois University, USA 
My Abdelmajid Kassem, Professor and Chair, Fayetteville State Univ., USA 

In Collaboration With 
National School of Agriculture, INRA, Meknes, Morocco 

Hassan II Institute of Agronomy & Vet. Sciences (IAV), Rabat, Morocco 
 

Scientific Committee 
 

Mohamed Badraoui, Professor,   Director of INRA, Rabat; Morocco 
Abdelhamid El Mousadik, Professor, Univ. Ibn Zohr, Agadir; Morocco 

Kamel Hidane, INRA, Meknes, Morocco 
Peter Gresshoff, Professor, The University of Queensland; Australia 

My Abdelmajid Kassem, Professor and Chair, Fayetteville State Univ.; USA 
David A. Lightfoot, Professor, Southern Illinois University; USA 
Khalid Meksem, Professor, Southern Illinois University; USA 
Karen Midden, Professor, Southern Illinois University; USA 
Alan Walters, Professor, Southern Illinois University; USA 

James Saunders, Professor, Towson University, USA 
Blilou Ikram, Professor, Wageningen Univ. & Research, The Netherlands 

Ahmed Bouaziz, Professor, IAV, Rabat, Morocco 
Mohamed Bouslikhane, Professor, IAV, Rabat, Morocco 

Ahmed Elamrani, Professor,  University Mohamed Premier, Oujda, Morocco 
Mohamed Baaziz, Professor, University Cadi Ayyad, Marrakech, Morocco 

El Hassan Achbani, National School of Agriculture, Meknes, Morocco 
 

AMAS Conference Coordinator in Europe 
Blilou Ikram, Professor 

Wageningen University & Research, The Netherlands 
Phone: +31 3 17-48-11-82 

E-mail: ibiblilou11@gmail.com 
 

AMAS Conference Coordinator in Morocco 
Vacant 

AMAS Conference IV Announcement 
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Contact Us: 

 

Give us a call for more 

information about our 

services and/or to join 

us: 

 

HC-MASA 

971 Pepperwood Drive 

Fayetteville, NC 28311 

USA 

 

Tel: +1 (910) 745-2047 

info@hc-masa.org, or 

abdelmajidk@gmail.com  

 

Visit us on the web at: 

www.hc-masa.org  

Visit Our Website! 
http://hc-masa.org  

Like us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/hcmasa.org 

Follow us on Twitter! 
https://twitter.com/hc_masa 

 

Contact 
HC-MASA 

971 Pepperwood Drive 
Fayetteville, NC 28311 

USA 
(910) 745 2047 

abdelmajidk@gmail.com 
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President: Khalid Meksem, SIUC, USA 

Vice-President-USA & Treasurer: Abdelmajid Kassem, Fayette-

ville State Uiversity, USA 

Vice-President-Europe: Abdelhafid Bendahmane, INRA, France 

Vice-President-MENA Region & Africa: Abdelhamid El 

Mousadik, Ibn Zohr University, Morocco 

Secretary: Saadia Bihmidine, University of Texas at Arlington, 

USA 

Member at Large: Mohamed Boutjdir, SUNY, USA 

Member at Large: Abdeslem El Idrissi, CUNY, USA 

The Council’s Newsletter 

The Current Board of Directors Was Elected for 

Two-Year Term (2016-2018) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Volume 4, Issue 5, January 2017 


