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The Council Organized the “Third Internation-
al American Moroccan Agricultural Sciences
Conference—AMAS Conference Ill on Decem-
ber 13-16, 2016 in Ouarzazate, Morocco

The High Council of Moroccan American Scholars and Aca-
demics — HC-MASA (www.hc-masa.org) and Atlas Publishing,
LP (www.atalas-publishing.org) in collaboration with University
Ibn Zohr (UIZ) and Hassan Il Institute of Agronomy and Veteri-
nary Sciences (IAV) organized the “Third International American
Moroccan Agricultural Sciences Conference—AMAS Conference
[l on December 13-16, 2016 in Ouarzazate, Morocco.

The conference organizers Prof. Dr. Khalid Meksem, Southern
lllinois University, USA (Council’s President) and Prof. My Ab-
delmajid Kassem, Fayetteville State University, USA (Council’s
VP-USA) and the rest of the Organizing and Scientific Commit-
tees and all attendees were pleased of the outcome of AMAS
Conference llI.

The student Ms. Rgia Bourziza of IAV won the prize of the best
oral presentation award among all students oral presentations.
The value of the prize was 1,000 Moroccan Dirhams (MAD). Ms.
Wafaa Mokhtari of IAV won the 1% best poster award of 1,000
MAD and Mr. Ayoub Hallouti won the 2" best poster award of
500 MAD.

The first edition (AMAS Conference 1) was organized on March
18-19, 2013 in Rabat, Morocco; AMAS Conference Il was orga-
nized on October 18-20, 2014 in Marrakech, Morocco; and AMAS
[l was organized on December 13-16, 2016 in Ouarzazate, Mo-
rocco. During AMAS Conference Ill, 62 oral presentations and
100 posters have been presented by attendees from 10 countries
including Morocco, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, UAE, France, The
Netherlands, Germany, and USA.

The Fourth edition (AMAS Conference V) will be organized on
December 18-20, 2017 at the Agropolis of Meknes, Morocco.
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The American-Moroccan and French-Moroccan plant scientists who attended the In-

ternational Plant & Animal Genome Conference XXV, January 14-18, 2017, San Diego,
CA, USA. From left to right: Drs. Kahlid Meksem, Naoufal Lakhssassi, My Abdelmajid
Kassem, Mohamed Bendahmane, Mohamed Zouine, and Abdelhafid Bendahmane,

American-Moroccan and French-Moroccan Plant Scien-
tists Thrive at the International Plant & Animal Genome
Conference XXV in San Diego, CA

Like always since 2000, American-Moroccan and French-
Moroccan Plant Scientists were present at “The International
Plant & Animal Genome Conference XXV” that was held Jan-
uary 13-18, 2017 in San Diego, CA. These were:

Dr. Khalid Meksem, Professor, Southern lllinois Universi-
ty, Carbondale, IL, USA

Dr. Abdelhafid Bendahmane, Vice-Director, INRA, France

Dr. Abdelmajid Kassem, Professor and Department Chair,
Fayetteville State University, Fayetteville, NC, USA

Dr. Mohammed Bendahmane, Ecole Normale Supérieure,

Lyon, France

Dr. Mohamed Zouine, Associate Professor, INRA/INP-
ENSAT, Toulouse, France

Dr. Naoufal Lakhssassi, Postdoctoral Fellow, Southern
lllinois University, Carbondale, IL, USA

These scientists organized workshops and presented their
research findings in oral and poster formats as follows:
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. WORKSHOPS:

a. Workshop: Teaching Genetics, Genomics, Biotechnology,
and Bioinformatics

Organizer: Abdelmajid Kassem, Fayetteville State University, USA
Date: Saturday, January 14, 2017

Time: 4:00-6:10 PM

Room: Esquire - Meeting House

4:00 PM Genotyping By Sequencing (GBS) Based Approach in
Ultra-Density Genetic Mapping, SNP Discovery and Population
Evolution. Chen, Noel

4:20 PM Bio-Question Driven Bioimage Informatics Workflow De-
sign Using Bio-TDS. Gnimpieba, Etienne

4:40 PM Teaching Bioinformatics By Social Networking: The Poké-
mon Factor. Lightfoot, David A.

5:00 PM Teaching Introductory Genetics to Agricultural Science
Students. Meksem, Khalid

5:20 PM Educational Materials about Cotton: Genetics, Evolution,

and Contig Assembly. Ramaraj, Thiruvarangan

b. Workshop: Genomics of Plant Development

Organizer: Dr. Khalid Meksem, Southern lllinois University, USA
Date: Sunday, January 15, 2017

Time: 4:00-6:10 PM

Room: Pacific Salon 6-7 (2nd Floor)

Time: 4:00 PM-6:10 PM

4:00 PM Identification of Late BLOOMER2 As a Cycling Dof Fac-
tor Homolog Reveals Conserved and Divergent Features of the
Flowering Response to Photoperiod in Pea. Weller, James.

4:25 PMmicroRNA and Gene Regulatory Networks Governing
Soybean Nodule Development. Subramanian, Dr. Senthil.

4:50 PM A New Maize Tassel-Seed Mutant is under the Control of
a Two-Locus System. Salvi, Silvio.

5:15 PM Developmental and Gene Expression Programs in
Wheat Grain. Datla, Raju.

5:40 PM Chromatin Architecture: A New Dimension in the Dynam-
ic Control of Gene Expression. Benhamed, Moussa.

6:05 PM MicroRNA Roles in Cotton Fiber Initiation and Early De-
velopment. Zhang, Baohong



c. Workshop: Sex Chromosomes and Sex Determination

Organizer: Abdelhafid Bendahmane, INRA, France
Date: Sunday, January 15, 2017

Time: 4:00-6:10 PM

Room: Royal Palm Salon 5-6

4:00 PM Rapid Evolution of a Y-Chromosome Heterochromatin
Protein Underlies Sex Chromosome Meiotic Drive. Montchamp-
Moreau, Catherine.

4:20 PM The Bovine PRAMEY - an Example of Autosome-to-Y-
Chromosome Transposition to Enhance Male Reproduction. Liu,
Wansheng.

4:40 PM Evolution of Sex Chromosomes in Silene. Filatov,
Dmitry.

5:00 PM Genomic Analysis of the Sex Determining Region of
the Sex Chromosomes in Spinach. Wadlington, William.

5:20 PM Homologous Sex Determination across Octoploid
Strawberry Species via a Conserved Gene with a Shifting Ge-
nomic Location. Tennessen, Jacob.

5:40 PM Sex Determination in Date Palm. Aberlenc-Bertossi,
Frederique.

d. Workshop: Mutation Screening

Organizer: Abdelhafid Bendahmane, INRA, France
Date: Saturday, January 14, 2017

Time: 10:30 AM-12:40 PM

Room: Golden West

10:30 AM Identification of Functional Variants in Soybean Using
Fast Neutron and CRISPR-Based Mutagenesis. Stupar, Robert.
10:50 AM High-Throughput CRISPR Vector Construction and
Mutant Characterization in Plants. Jacobs, Thomas.

11:10 AM CRISPR/Cas9-Mediated Mutagenesis of Floral Termi-
nation Genes: A Way to Control Fruit Size. Bollier, Norbert.
11:30 AM Mutational Analysis and in silico Modeling Identify a
Novel Molecular Cross-Talk Between SNAP and SHMT in Soy-
bean. Lakhssassi, Naoufal.

11:50 AM Novel Genetic Variation Generated By CRISPR-Cas
System for Improving Drought Tolerance in Maize. Shi, Jinrui

Dr. Mohamed
Zouine Edits a
Book on Tomato
Genome

Congratulations to Dr. Mo-
hamed Zouine for his book
entitled “The Tomato Ge-
nome” that he edited along
with Drs. Mathilde Causse,
Jim Giovannino, and Monther
Bouzayen. The book was
published on December 1,
2016 by the giant publisher
Springer.

mpendium of Plant Genomes
plole

m
Jim Giovannoni

Mondher Bouzayen
Mohamed Zouine Editors

The Tomato
Genome

/ 0 "
Mohamed Zouine



e. Workshop: Ornamentals

Organizer: Mohammed Bendahmane, Ecole Normale Superieure,
Lyon, France

Date: Sunday, January 15, 2017

Time: 1:30-4:00 PM

Room: Esquire - Meeting House

1:30 PM Analysis of the Genome Architectures for Petunia hybrida
and its Wild Relatives. Bombarely, Aureliano.

1:55 PM Rose Genome Sequencing Initiative: Challenges and
Benefits. Just, Jeremy.

2:20 PM Building Bridges: Integrating in situ HiC and Molecular
Cytogenetics to Reconstruct Rosa wichurana Pseudochromo-
somes. Ruttink, Tom.

2:45 PM High-Density SNP Maps in Rose to Understand the Mei-
otic Behavior and Determine the Synteny with Fragaria. Smulders,
Marinus.

3:10 PM The Development of a Dense SNP-Based Consensus
Map and QTL Detection for Black Spot Resistance in Five Diploid
Rose Populations. Byrne, David.

3:35 PM Mapping of Botrytis Resistance in Gerbera and Validation
of Candidate Genes. Arens, Paul.

Il. ORAL PRESENTATIONS:
The following scientists gave oral presentations:

e Teaching Introductory Genetics to Agricultural Science Stu-
dents. Meksem, Khalid

e Chromatin Architecture: A New Dimension in the Dynamic Con-
trol of Gene Expression. Benhamed, Moussa.

e Mutational Analysis and in silico Modeling Identify a Novel Mo-
lecular Cross-Talk Between SNAP and SHMT in Soybean.
Lakhssassi, Naoufal.

e Sex Determination Pathway in Cucurbits. Bendahmane, Abdel-
hafid.

e Tomexpress, a Unified Tomato RNA-Seq Platform for Visualiza-
tion of Expression Data, Clustering and Correlation Networks.
Zouine, Mohammed.

lll. POSTER PRESENTATIONS:

e QTL Associated with Seed Amino Acids Content in “MD96-
5722 by “Spencer” RIL Population of Soybean Using SNP
Marker. Abdelmajid Kassem (P062).

e QTL for Seed Sugars Content in “MD96-5722” by “Spencer”
Recombinant Inbred Line Population of Soybean. Abdelmaijid
Kassem (P0663).



Council’s Members Published Articles (2016—Present)

Ambrocio Z, S Kantartzi, K Meksem, and MA Kassem. Influence of
Drought Stress on Several Root Traits and their Correlation with
Seed Protein and Oil Contents in Soybean. Atlas Journal of Biolo-
gy 2016, pp. 267—273. doi: 10.5147/ajb.2016.0140.

Bellaloui N, Y Hu, A Mengistu, HK Abbas, MA Kassem, and M Tigabu.
Elevated Atmospheric Carbon Dioxide and Temperature Affect
Seed Composition, Mineral Nutrition, and 15N and 13C Dynam-
ics in Soybean Genotypes under Controlled Environments. Atlas
Journal of Plant Biology 2016, pp. 56-65. do0i:10.5147/
ajpb.2016.0157.

Bihmidine S, Julius BT, Dweikat I, Braun DM. Tonoplast Sugar Trans-

porters (SbTSTs) putatively control sucrose accumulation in

sweet sorghum stems. Plant Signal Behav. 2016;11(1):e1117721.
doi: 10.1080/15592324.2015.1117721.

Boualem A, Dogimont C, Bendahmane A. The battle for survival be-
tween viruses and their host plants. Curr Opin Virol. 2016
Apr;17:32-8. doi: 10.1016/j.coviro.2015.12.001.

Boualem A, Lemhemdi A, Sari MA, Pignoly S, Troadec C, Abou
Choucha F, Solmaz I, Sari N, Dogimont C, Bendahmane A. The
Andromonoecious Sex Determination Gene Predates the Separa-
tion of Cucumis and Citrullus Genera. PLoS One. 2016 May
12;11(5):e0155444. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0155444.

Boutjdir M, Lazzerini PE, Capecchi PL, Laghi-Pasini F, El-Sherif N.
Potassium Channel Block and Novel Autoimmune-Associated
Long QT Syndrome. Card Electrophysiol Clin. 2016 Jun;8(2):373-
84. doi: 10.1016/j.ccep.2016.02.002.

Boyington JE, Maihle NJ, Rice TK, Gonzalez JE, Hess CA, Makala LH,
Jeffe DB, Ogedegbe G, Rao DC, Davila-Roman VG, Pace BS,
Jean-Louis G, Boutjdir M. A Perspective on Promoting Diversity in
the Biomedical Research Workforce: The National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Institute's PRIDE Program. Ethn Dis. 2016 Jul 21;26
(3):379-86. doi: 10.18865/ed.26.3.379.

Breitel DA, Chappell-Maor L, Meir S, Panizel |, Puig CP, Hao Y, Yifhar T,
Yasuor H, Zouine M, Bouzayen M, Granell Richart A, Rogachev I,
Aharoni A. AUXIN RESPONSE FACTOR 2 Intersects Hormonal
Signals in the Regulation of Tomato Fruit Ripening. PLoS Genet.
2016 Mar 9;12(3):e1005903. doi: 10.1371/journal.pgen.1005903.

Bruggeman Q, Mazubert C, Prunier F, Lugan R, Chan KX, Phua SY, Pog-
son BJ, Krieger-Liszkay A, Delarue M, Benhamed M, Bergoun-
ioux C, Raynaud C. Chloroplast Activity and 3'phosphadenosine
5'phosphate Signaling Regulate Programmed Cell Death in Ara-
bidopsis. Plant Physiol. 2016 Mar;170(3):1745-56. doi: 10.1104/




Council’s Members Published Articles (2016—Present)

pp.15.01872.

Corso M, Vannozzi A, Ziliotto F, Zouine M, Maza E, Nicolato T, Vitulo N,
Meggio F, Valle G, Bouzayen M, Miller M, Munné-Bosch S, Luc-
chin M, Bonghi C. Grapevine Rootstocks Differentially Affect the
Rate of Ripening and Modulate Auxin-Related Genes in Cabernet
Sauvignon Berries. Front Plant Sci. 2016 Feb 9;7:69. doi: 10.3389/
fpls.2016.00069.

Di J, Cohen LS, Corbo CP, Phillips GR, El Idrissi A, Alonso AD. Abnormal
tau induces cognitive impairment through two different mecha-
nisms: synaptic dysfunction and neuronal loss. Sci Rep. 2016 Feb
18;6:20833. doi: 10.1038/srep20833.

El Idrissi A, van Berkel L, Bonekamp NE, Dalemans DJ, van der Hey-
den MA. The toxicology of zinc chloride smoke producing bombs
and screens. Clin Toxicol (Phila). 2017 Jan 11:1-8. doi:
10.1080/15563650.2016.1271125.

Fabris F, Rice TK, Jeffe DB, Czajkowski SM, Boyington J, Boutjdir M. Jun-
ior Faculty Career Development Through an NHLBI Program
to Increase Diversity in Cardiovascular Health-Related Research.
J Am Coll Cardiol. 2016 May 17;67(19):2312-3. doi: 10.1016/
jjacc.2016.01.087.

Fabris F, Yue Y, Qu Y, Chahine M, Sobie E, Lee P, Wieczorek R, Jiang
XC, Capecchi PL, Laghi-Pasini F, Lazzerini PE, Boutjdir M. Induc-
tion of autoimmune response to the extracellular loop of the HERG
channel pore induces QTc prolongation in guinea-pigs. J Physiol.
2016 Nov 1;594(21):6175-6187. doi: 10.1113/JP272151.

Gan X, Hay A, Kwantes M, Haberer G, Hallab A, loio RD, Hofhuis H, Pie-
per B, Cartolano M, Neumann U, Nikolov LA, Song B, Hajheidari
M, Briskine R, Kougioumoutzi E, Vlad D, Broholm S, Hein J,
Meksem K, Lightfoot D, Shimizu KK, Shimizu-Inatsugi R, Impri-
alou M, Kudrna D, Wing R, Sato S, Huijser P, Filatov D, X Mayer
KF, Mott R, Tsiantis M. The Cardamine hirsuta genome offers in-
sight into the evolution of morphological diversity. Nat Plants. 2016
Nov 7;2:16189. doi: 10.1038/nplants.2016.189.

Gill GS, Haugen R, Matzner SL, Barakat A, Siemens DH. Effect of Drought
on Herbivore-Induced Plant Gene Expression: Population Com-
parison for Range Limit Inferences. Plants (Basel). 2016 Mar 11;5
(1). pii: E13. doi: 10.3390/plants5010013.

Hivrale V, Zheng Y, Puli CO, Jagadeeswaran G, Gowdu K, Kakani VG,
Barakat A, Sunkar R. Characterization of drought- and heat-
responsive microRNAs in switchgrass. Plant Sci. 2016
Jan;242:214-23. doi: 10.1016/j.plantsci.2015.07.018.




Council’s Members Published Articles (2016—Present)

Jacob P, Hirt H, Bendahmane A. The heat shock protein/chaperone network and
multiple stress resistance. Plant Biotechnol J. 2016 Nov 10. doi:
10.1111/pbi.12659.

Latrasse D, Benhamed M, Bergounioux C, Raynaud C, Delarue M. Plant pro-
grammed cell death from a chromatin point of view. J Exp Bot. 2016
Oct;67(20):5887-5900.

Lazzerini PE, Capecchi PL, Bertolozzi I, Morozzi G, Lorenzini S, Simpatico A,
Selvi E, Bacarelli MR, Acampa M, Lazaro D, El-Sherif N, Boutjdir M,
Laghi-Pasini F. Marked QTc Prolongation and Torsades de pointes in
Patients with Chronic Inflammatory Arthritis. Front Cardiovasc Med. 2016
Sep 21;3:31.

Lazzerini PE, Yue Y, Srivastava U, Fabris F, Capecchi PL, Bertolozzi |, Bacarelli
MR, Morozzi G, Acampa M, Natale M, EI-Sherif N, Galeazzi M, Laghi-
Pasini F, Boutjdir M. Arrhythmogenicity of Anti-Ro/SSA Antibodies in Pa-
tients With Torsades de Pointes. Circ Arrhythm Electrophysiol. 2016
Apr;9(4):e003419. doi: 10.1161/CIRCEP.115.003419.

Liu M, Gomes BL, Mila |, Purgatto E, Peres LE, Frasse P, Maza E, Zouine M,
Roustan JP, Bouzayen M, Pirrello J. Comprehensive Profiling of Eth-
ylene Response Factor Expression Identifies Ripening-Associated ERF
Genes and Their Link to Key Regulators of Fruit Ripening in Tomato.
Plant Physiol. 2016 Mar;170(3):1732-44. doi: 10.1104/pp.15.01859.

Lucchese L, Benkirane A, Hakimi I, El Idrissi A, Natale A. Seroprevalence study
of the main causes of abortion in dairy cattle in Morocco. Vet Ital. 2016
Jan-Mar;52(1):13-9. doi: 10.12834/Vetlt.388.1813.1.

Minoia S, Boualem A, Marcel F, Troadec C, Quemener B, Cellini F, Petrozza A,
Vigouroux J, Lahaye M, Carriero F, Bendahmane A. Induced mutations
in tomato SIExp1 alter cell wall metabolism and delay fruit softening.
Plant Sci. 2016 Jan;242:195-202. doi: 10.1016/j.plantsci.2015.07.001.

Moreau A, Mercier A, Thériault O, Boutjdir M, Burger B, Keller DI, Chahine M.
Biophysical, Molecular, and Pharmacological Characterization of Voltage
-Dependent Sodium Channels From Induced Pluripotent Stem Cell-
Derived Cardiomyocytes. Can J Cardiol. 2016 Oct 11. pii: S0828-282X
(16)31006-6. doi: 10.1016/j.cjca.2016.10.001.

Nordine A, Udupa SM, Iraqi D, Meksem K, Hmamouchi M, EIMeskaoui A. Corre-
lation between the Chemical and Genetic Relationships among Thymus
saturejoides Genotypes Cultured under in vitro and in vivo Environ-
ments. Chem Biodivers. 2016 Apr;13(4):387-94. doi: 10.1002/
cbdv.201500102.

Olea-Popelka F, Muwonge A, Perera A, Dean AS, Mumford E, Erlacher-Vindel E,
Forcella S, Silk BJ, Ditiu L, El Idrissi A, Raviglione M, Cosivi O, LoBue P,
Fujiwara Pl. Zoonotic tuberculosis in human beings caused by Mycobac-
terium bovis-a call for action. Lancet Infect Dis. 2017 Jan;17(1):e21-e25.
doi: 10.1016/S1473-3099(16)30139-6.
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Pasquet JC, Changenet V, Macadré C, Boex-Fontvieille E, Soulhat C, Bouchabké
-Coussa O, Dalmais M, Atanasova-Pénichon V, Bendahmane A, Sain-
drenan P, Dufresne M. A Brachypodium UDP-Glycosyltransferase Con-
fers Root Tolerance to Deoxynivalenol and Resistance to Fusarium Infec-
tion. Plant Physiol. 2016 Sep;172(1):559-74. doi: 10.1104/pp.16.00371.

Pedroza-Garcia JA, Domenichini S, Bergounioux C, Benhamed M, Raynaud C.
Chloroplasts around the plant cell cycle. Curr Opin Plant Biol. 2016
Dec;34:107-113. doi: 10.1016/j.pbi.2016.10.009.

Pedroza-Garcia JA, Domenichini S, Mazubert C, Bourge M, White C, Hudik E,
Bounon R, Tariq Z, Delannoy E, Del Olmo I, Pifieiro M, Jarillo JA, Ber-
gounioux C, Benhamed M, Raynaud C. Role of the Polymerase € sub-unit
DPB2 in DNA replication, cell cycle regulation and DNA damage response
in Arabidopsis. Nucleic Acids Res. 2016 Sep 6;44(15):7251-66. doi:
10.1093/nar/gkw449.

Puckerin A, Aromolaran KA, Chang DD, Zukin RS, Colecraft HM, Boutjdir M,
Aromolaran AS. hERG 1a LQT2 C-terminus truncation mutants display
hERG 1b-dependent dominant negative mechanisms. Heart Rhythm.
2016 May;13(5):1121-30. doi: 10.1016/j.hrthm.2016.01.012.

Ramirez-Prado JS, Rodriguez-Granados NY, Ariel F, Raynaud C, Benhamed M.
Chromatin architecture: A new dimension in the dynamic control of gene
expression. Plant Signal Behav. 2016 Oct 2;11(10):e1232224.

Rodriguez-Granados NY, Ramirez-Prado JS, Veluchamy A, Latrasse D, Raynaud
C, Crespi M, Ariel F, Benhamed M. Put your 3D glasses on: plant chroma-
tin is on show. J Exp Bot. 2016 May;67(11):3205-21. doi: 10.1093/jxb/
erw168.

Srivastava U, Aromolaran AS, Fabris F, Lazaro D, Kassotis J, Qu Y, Boutjdir M.
Novel function of aip L-type calcium channel in the atria. Biochem Bio-
phys Res Commun. 2017 Jan 22;482(4):771-776. doi: 10.1016/
j-bbrc.2016.11.109.

Veluchamy A, Jégu T, Ariel F, Latrasse D, Mariappan KG, Kim SK, Crespi M, Hirt
H, Bergounioux C, Raynaud C, Benhamed M. LHP1 Regulates
H3K27me3 Spreading and Shapes the Three-Dimensional Conformation
of the Arabidopsis Genome. PLoS One. 2016 Jul 13;11(7):e0158936. doi:
10.1371/journal.pone.0158936.

Yan H, Zhang H, Wang Q, Jian H, Qiu X, Baudino S, Just J, Raymond O, Gu L,
Wang J, Bendahmane M, Tang K. The Rosa chinensis cv. Viridiflora Phyl-
lody Phenotype Is Associated with Misexpression of Flower Organ Identity
Genes. Front Plant Sci. 2016 Jul 12;7:996. doi: 10.3389/fpls.2016.00996.

Zinsmeister J, Lalanne D, Terrasson E, Chatelain E, Vandecasteele C, Vu BL,
Dubois-Laurent C, Geoffriau E, Signor CL, Dalmais M, Gutbrod K, Dor-
mann P, Gallardo K, Bendahmane A, Buitink J, Leprince O. ABI5 Is a
Regulator of Seed Maturation and Longevity in Legumes. Plant Cell. 2016
Nov;28(11):2735-2754.




The Council Welcomes Its New Members (1)

Education and Career:

2012 « Accreditation to supervise re-
search » (Habilitation a dirriger les recherches : HDR)
delivered at Institute Nationale Polytechnique Toulouse

Since 2005 Associate Professor (Maitre de confé-
rences)

2001-2005 Post-doc in comparative genomics and
transcriptomics of pathogenic bacteria, Pasteur Insti-
tute, Paris.

1999-2001 Assistant professor (ATER) in bioinformat-
ics, University Paris XI, France

1999 PhD in Molecular Genetics, University Paris XI,
France

1994 Master (DEA) in Genetics and Microbiology, Uni-
versity Paris Xl, France

1992 BS in Plant Biology, Mohamed V University, Ra-
bat, Morocco

Dr. Mohamed Zouine
Associate Professor
INRA/INP-ENSAT

We Welcome & Thank All Our New

& Existing Members!

The Council’s Newsletter

Recent Publications:

Breitel DA, Chappell-Maor L, Meir S, Panizel I, Puig CP,
Hao Y, Yifhar T, Yasuor H, Zouine M, Bouzayen M, Gran-
ell Richart A, Rogachev |, Aharoni A. AUXIN RESPONSE
FACTOR 2 Intersects Hormonal Signals in the Regulation
of Tomato Fruit Ripening. PLoS Genet. 2016 Mar 9;12
(3):1005903. doi: 10.1371/journal.pgen.1005903.

Corso M, Vannozzi A, Ziliotto F, Zouine M, Maza E, Nico-
lato T, Vitulo N, Meggio F, Valle G, Bouzayen M, Miiller
M, Munné-Bosch S, Lucchin M, Bonghi C. Grapevine
Rootstocks Differentially Affect the Rate of Ripening and
Modulate Auxin-Related Genes in Cabernet Sauvignon
Berries. Front Plant Sci. 2016 Feb 9;7:69. doi: 10.3389/
fpls.2016.00069.

Liu M, Lima Gomes B, Mila I, Purgatto E, Peres LE,
Frasse P, Maza E, Zouine M, Roustan JP, Bouzayen M
and Pirrello J. (2016) Comprehensive profiling of Eth-
ylene Response Factors expression identifies ripening-
associated ERF genes and their link to key regulators of
fruit ripening in tomato (Solanum lycopersicum). Plant
Physiol. 2016 Jan 6. pii: pp.01859.2015. [Epub ahead of
print] PubMed PMID: 26739234

Jim Giovannoni
Mondher Bouzayen
Mohamed Zouine Editors

The Tomato
Genome

@ Springer
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The Council Welcomes Its New Members (2)

Moussa Benhamed

Assistant Professor >

Institute of Plant Sciences Paris-Saclay (l P S 2

Research Interests: Institute of Plant Sciences
\\ Paris - Saclay

Dr. Benhamed’s research interests are in the

area of plant development processes, plant ad-

aptation to biotic and abiotic stresses, non coding RNAs, understanding the role of

chromatin remodeling and epigenetic regulation of plant stress responses.

Recent Publications:

* Veluchamy A, Jégu T, Ariel F, Latrasse D, Mariappan KG, Kim SK, Crespi M,
Hirt H, Bergounioux C, Raynaud C, Benhamed M. (2016). LHP1 Regulates
H3K27me3 Spreading and Shapes the Three-Dimensional Conformation of the Ara- p, m Benh d
bidopsis Genome. PLoS One. 11(7):60158936. doi : 10.1371/journal.pone.0158936. ~ pssintant Profocsor

* Pedroza-Garcia J.A., Domenichini S., Bergounioux C., Benhamed M., Raynaud Institute of.PIant Sci-
C. (2016). Chloroplasts around the plant cell cycle. Curr Opin Plant Biol. 34:107- ences Paris-Saclay
113. doi : 10.1016/j.pbi.2016.10.009.

* Latrasse D., Benhamed M., Bergounioux C., Raynaud C., Delarue M. (2016).
Plant programmed cell death from a chromatin point of view. J Exp Bot. 67(20):5887
-5900. doi:10.1093/jxb/erw329.

* Ramirez-Prado J.S., Rodriguez-Granados N.Y., Ariel F., Raynaud C., Benhamed
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The Council Welcomes Its New Members (3)

Dr. Hajar El Hilali, Pharmacist

Meknes, Morocco

Dr. Hajar El Hilali was born in Meknes in 1983, a wonderful
city in Morocco. Dr. Hajar earned Associate degree in Gen-
eral Biology at Moulay Ismail University, Meknes, Morocco in
2003. Dr. Hajar is a researcher, her doctoral research project
was about Noninvasive markers for liver fibrosis with exten-
sive studies in pharmacology, pharmacognosy, medicinal
chemistry, galenic, biochemistry, analytical chemistry, nutri-
tion, semiology, clinical biochemistry, hematology, parasitolo-
gy, microbiology. After graduation, she joined Faculty of med-
icine and Pharmacy, Mohamed V University, Rabat.

After that, She was hired Head of the Hospital Pharmacy De-
partment at Region Fes-Meknes.

In 2013, Dr. Hajar enrolled in the PhD program in Cancer at
Moulay Ismail University, Meknes.

She is member of the Moroccan association of Doctor phar-
macists of the public sector.

Dr. Hajar El Hilali
Pharmacist
Meknes, Morocco
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AMAS Conference IV Announcement

The High Council of Moroccan American Scholars and Academics (HC-
MASA; www.hc-masa.org) and Atlas Publishing, LP (www.atlas-

publishing.org) in Collaboration with Agropolis-Meknes are organizing the

Fourth International American Moroccan Agricultural Sciences Conference
(AMAS Conference IV) on December 18-20, 2017 at the Agropolis, Mek-
nes, Morocco.

Call For Abstracts: Oral & Poster Presentations
Conference Organizers

Khalid Meksem, Professor, Southern lllinois University, USA
My Abdelmaijid Kassem, Professor and Chair, Fayetteville State Universi-
ty, USA
In Collaboration With
National School of Agriculture, INRA, Meknes, Morocco
Hassan Il Institute of Agronomy & Veterinary Sciences (IAV), Rabat, Mo-
rocco

Scientific Committee

Mohamed Badraoui, Professor, Director of INRA, Rabat; Morocco
Abdelhamid El Mousadik, Professor, University Ibn Zohr, Agadir; Morocco
Kamel Hidane, INRA, Meknes, Morocco
Peter Gresshoff, Professor, The University of Queensland; Australia
My Abdelmaijid Kassem, Professor and Chair, Fayetteville State Universi-
ty; USA
David A. Lightfoot, Professor, Southern lllinois University; USA
Khalid Meksem, Professor, Southern lllinois University; USA
Karen Midden, Professor, Southern lllinois University; USA
Alan Walters, Professor, Southern lllinois University; USA
James Saunders, Professor, Towson University, USA
Blilou Ikram, Professor, Wageningen University & Research, The Nether-
lands
Ahmed Bouaziz, Professor, Hassan Il Institute of Agronomy & Veterinary
Sciences (IAV), Rabat, Morocco
Mohamed Bouslikhane, Professor, Hassan |l Institute of Agronomy & Vet-
erinary Sciences (IAV), Rabat, Morocco
Ahmed Elamrani, Professor, University Mohamed Premier, Oujda, Moroc-
co
Mohamed Baaziz, Professor, University Cadi Ayyad, Marrakech, Morocco
El Hassan Achbani, National School of Agriculture, Meknes, Morocco

AMAS Conference Coordinator in Europe
Blilou Ikram, Professor
Wageningen University & Research, The Netherlands
Phone: +31 3 17-48-11-82
E-mail: ibiblilou11@gmail.com

AMAS Conference Coordinator in Morocco

Ms. Fatiha El hilali
Phone: +212-6-50-06-21-76
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Contact Us:

Visit Our Website!
http://hc-masa.org
Like us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/hcmasa.org

Give us a call for more
information about our

Follow us on Twitter! services and/or to join
https://twitter.com/hc_masa us:
Contact
HC-MASA HC-MASA
971 Pepperwood Drive 971 Pepperwood Drive
Faye“e""l'fs'ANc 28311 Fayetteville, NC 28311
(910) 745 2047 USA

abdelmajidk@gmail.com
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS ‘ Visit us on the web at:

www.hc-masa.org
The Current Board of Directors Was Elected for

Two-Year Term (2016-2018)

President: Khalid Meksem, SIUC, USA

Vice-President-USA & Treasurer: Abdelmajid Kassem, Fayette-
ville State Uiversity, USA

Vice-President-Europe: Abdelhafid Bendahmane, INRA,
France

Vice-President-MENA Region & Africa: Abdelhamid El
Mousadik, Ibn Zohr University, Morocco

Secretary: Saadia Bihmidine, University of Texas at Arlington,
USA

Member at Large: Mohamed Boutjdir, SUNY, USA
Member at Large: Abdeslem El Idrissi, CUNY, USA
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